
The Broadcasters Niche
why we contribute



Radio Bern RaBe

● community radio station in Berne, Switzerland 
since 2009

● member of UNIKOM (our national “chapter” of 
AMARC), >1000 paying members, ~200 volunteers

● 10+ of them IT volunteers
● https://github.com/radiorabe

Lucas

● RaBe IT since 10+ years, LibreTime co-founder
● @hairmare on GitHub & Twitter

https://github.com/radiorabe


First a C64 and a 10 deck player took care of 24x7 broadcasting



Debian/X11 based Playout Solution on a bunch of Desktops 



Fully Digital since 2019



From the Studio...



… to our listeners via DAB+ 

OSS thanks to opendigitalradio!



Open Source Work at RaBe



● Fork of Airtime by Sourcefabric

● PHP based Web-UI with Python backend to run liquidsoap

● 100+ community members, used by countless radio stations both terrestrial 

and online only

● We use it to air pre-produced segments at RaBe



LibreTime at RaBe



● Liquidsoap as RPM packages for Enterprise Linux distributions like CentOS

● Built to ensure that we use the same build of liquidsoap over our fleet

● Made available to the public via Open Build Service (OBS)

https://build.opensuse.org/project/show/home:radiorabe:liquidsoap

https://github.com/radiorabe/centos-rpm-liquidsoap

RaBe Liquidsoap Distribution (RaBe-LSD)

https://build.opensuse.org/project/show/home:radiorabe:liquidsoap
https://github.com/radiorabe/centos-rpm-liquidsoap


Other Solutions

● A liquidsoap based bespoke playout solution

● Audio archival software raar

● Audio Packages for Enterprise Linux (RaBe-APEL)

● See our GitHub @radiorabe for more

https://build.opensuse.org/project/show/home:radiorabe:audio
https://github.com/radiorabe


Some Patterns

● work closely with vendors to solve issues as they arise, working with 

vendor/manufacturer support has helped make our AoIP stack as stable as 

we need it to be

● make sure your community knows why free software goes hand in hand with 

independent media and free press

● do outreach to foster know-how sharing and to help other stations with 

adopting a similar tech-stack to yours



Thanks!

Over the years the liquidsoap community has been 

very welcoming to our community radio antics.

The support from the liquidsoap community we 

have come to rely on is highly appreciated and we 

consider it a crucial part of being able to stay on air 

for another 25 years!


